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IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL
Kamakura Chapter #51
The 55t Anniversary Gala Party
Ikebana Demonstration by

Headmaster of Seizangoryu, Rakuzan Sono

April 21, 2016
SrE/N—I BTV
Kamakura Park Hotel
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Mr. Rakuzan Sono, 28t Headmaster of Seizangoryu
Born on September 21, 1945 . Graduated from the Musashino Art University.

In 1978 became 28t Headmaster of the Seizangoryu School.  In 1988 he was in charge of
the Emperor Showa Imperial funeral matters. In 1990 he served at the Imperial Court
during the enthronement ceremony of the Emperor Akihito and the ceremonial offering of
newly-harvested rice to the deities by the Emperor after his enthronement. Mr.Sono has
published many books concerning Tkebana including ; “Seizan Ikebana Photo Album?”,

“Flower Smile” volume 1-4, “ Seizangoryu Ikebana Tebikigusa” part 1 & 2 which were

reprinted few times.

Looking at flowers, the ancient people felt the transition of seasons and learned the time
of seeding as well as the time of appearance of fish. Plants were used for food, medicine,
clothes and timber, before an object of pleasure. Plants were the object of worship because
of their benefits. It was a great luxury to use flowers only for pleasure. The culture of
Ikebana was born among those who were allowed to enjoy this luxury.

Motouji Sono(1210-1282) was the fouder of Sonoke family and a courtier. Then he and his
descendants took posts as Dainagon, Chunagon so on. He and his descendants lived in a
world of elegance close to the emperor and experiencing manners, traditional events and
ceremonies. They transferred the spirits of these elegant matters into the form of flower
arrangement. In the late of Edo era, Seizangoryu, which was also called “Flower of the
Sonos”, “Flowers in the Court”, and “Noble School of the Sonos”.came to be widely known
as an elegant and refined school. At present, Seizangoryu inherits an essence of Japanese

culture by preserving a ceremony to offer flowers to the gods.

Mr. Motohiro Sono, Designate of Seizangoryu

Born in 1975 he graduated from the Waseda University,he started to
study of the Ikebana at the age of 10. Served at Meiji Shrine as the Shinto

Priest for 5 years.



